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50 Million Trees
Frequently Asked Questions

The MFF has planted trees onour Mational Forests for the iast 10 years, and in

that time, we have received many guestions about our tree planting efforts. We have tried to answer the most
freguently ashed questions below, but if you do not see your guestion or would like to discuse a corporate
partnership, please contact:

~ National Forest
"~ Foundation

HMindy Crowell, Reforestation Partnerships Manager, at 208.720.0357 or meroweli@nationalforests.org
Monica Perez-Watking. Tree Flanting Coordinator, at 406.830.3354 or mperezwatkinz@nationalforests.org
Britt Holewineki, Tree Planting Associate, at 406.830.3364 or bholewinskiZnationalforests.org

PLANTING QUESTIONS

Why do you nead to plant trees?
Ewvery year, more and more of our National Forests are affected by natural disturbances that cause deforestation.
‘Wildfire, insects and disease - exaceribated by climate change - are jecpardizing the very things that make our
forests special. Pianting trees hefps restore forest cover 1o these lands, ensuring that our forests can continues to
provide wildlife habitat, supply water to millions of Americans, and help fight climate change. Learn more about
the benefits of reforestation on cur website.

Where are the trees planted?
The Mational Forest Foundation{NFF} works with the USDA Forest Service to select planting sites on our 183-
million-acre Mational Forest System where the ecological need is greatest. Many of our plantings accur in the

Westem U.5. where wildfires are driving reforestation need, but we plant in all regions, responding to where trees
are needed most.

Can | choose whare my traes will be planted?

The NFF typically pools smaller contributions and applies them to a suite of priority projecis on an annual basis.
However, we can arrange specific projects for our leading corporate partners who are able to commit to larger

planting projects. In those cases, we can occasionally provide projects in the geographies that owerlap with our
partner's interest.

Why does the Forest Service need extra money to plant trees, isn't this their job?

‘While the Forest Service is tasked with managing our Mational Forests, the rate of deforestation caused by
wildfire and other natural events has cutpaced the agency's ability to respond. There are currently more than 1
million acres of National Forests in urgent need of reforestation. That’s where the MFF comes in - we're working to
raize funds necessary to help the Forest Service reforest these cherished landscapes.

How does the NFF partner with the Forest Service?

The MFF iz the only Congressionally-chartered erganization sofely focused on our Mational Forests. We don't
duplicate the responsibilities of the Forest Service, but rather complement its work by supporting important
initiatives like tree planting on our National Foreste.

For our tree planting campaign, the Forest Service identifies the areas of greatest reforestation need, sources the
seedlings, grows the seedlings in a Forest Service nursery, contracts out the planting, and monitors seedling
survival.
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How da you decide where to plant trees and what trees to plant?

We plant trees in areas that have experienced a natural disturbance and only plant native and ecologically
appropriate species picked by Forest Service professionals. Sometimes we plant only one species, someatimes
multiple - every project is designed to improve ecological conditions for each specific forest.

How do | know that my trees were actually planted?

The MFF adheres to strict auditing guidelines. At the completion of each tree planting sesson, the MFF generates
detailed reports about that year's tree planting projects for our partners.

Where has the NFF already planted treas?

To date, the NFF has planted more than 17 million trees across thousands of acres of our Mational Forests. To see
some of our project sites, visit our interactive online map.

Where does the Forest Service get its trees?

The Forest Service operates six tree nurseries where it growe native tree seadlings for planting on National
Forests. These trees are grown from locally sourced seeds, and the nurseries serve as researnch centers for the
agency to develop disease-resistant strains of trees.

Are seedlings monitored for survival?

Before =zeedlings are ever planted, the Forest Service is careful to plant only when conditions are optimal, ensuring
the highest possible survival rate. The Forest Service monitors seedlings for several years after they are planted.
They u=e random sampling and, if needed, will carry out follow-up care or install browse protectors to further
boost seedling survival,

Are planted trees going to be harvested or somehow managed in the future?

The MFF only supports tree-planting projects that improve the health of our forests. In some cases, the Forest

Service may empioy limited forest management in order to improve forest resiliency and reduce the risk of severe
wildfire.

Why are some areas reforested and others not?

There iz a difference between the number of acres affected by disturbance and the number of scres that are in
need of reforestation. Resource management experts at the Forest Service are careful to assess areas that are
impacted by disturbances such a= wildfire. In many cases, areas will naturally regenerate. Other areas reguire a
more hands-on approach like tree planting. The NFF works with the Forest Service to address those areas that are
in immediate need of attention following disturbances.
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